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Bachelor in Arts in Mass Communications: Print Journalism
Graduation: May 2012
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COURSEWORK

¥ Graphics for Journalism
¥ Reporting for Print and Web
¥ Advanced Reporting
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¥ Audio Production
¥ Video Journalism I
¥ Communications, 

Ethics and Law

¥ Audio Production
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¥ Communications, 

Ethics and Law

¥ Journalism Writing
¥ Intro to Broadcast 

Writing
¥ Copy Editing

WORK EXPERIENCE

Jan. 2012 - May 2012

May 2011- August 2011

Nov 2008-Sept 2010

VCU Capital News Service 
A student-run wire service carried by more than 70 newspapers and 
news websites across Virginia.
¥ Worked with Loudoun County Times-Mirror.
o Held interviews with Virginia Delegates.
o Attended General Assembly meetings.
o Wrote various articles on legislation: HPV Vaccine, National

           Guard, “Children at Play” signs, Safe Routes to School,
           “Tebow-Bill,” Offshore Wind Energy Turbine.
o Wrote profile story on Delegate Randy Minchew.

Dollhouse Magazine
Internship 
An online and print publication for Dollhouse collectors.
¥ Organized and schedule interviews with artist’s manager/PR  
     Representative and wrote several articles. 
¥ Conducted interviews with local D.C. singers and DJ’s
¥ Blogged for Dollhouse Magazine website 
¥ Helped organize and run a fashion show
o Sold tickets
o Helped dress models backstage
o Picked out a variety of dresses from boutiques
o Advertised fashion show through social networking         

Star Shine Magazine (Starshinemag.com)
Volunteer Writer/Interviewer
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¥ Conducted interviews with new and upcoming artists via phone 
     or email
¥ Wrote multiple articles on various topics such as:
o Artist concert reviews, i.e Demi Lovato
o Artist profiles, i.e. Push Play, Justin Stein, Ashlee Keating, 

          Danielle Savre, Brock Storm, Ashlyne Huff
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SKILLS Applications/ Database
¥ Microsoft Office Suite, Adobe InDesign, Adobe Audition, Adobe Premiere Pro, Blackboard
    Social Media
¥ Facebook, Twitter, Blogs
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They 
Got
Next
DMVÕs Hottest Music Sensations
Words by Pia Talwar
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F
lo Anito began her singer/
songwriter career at age 
16 when she got her hands 

grew up in Chatham, New 
York, songwriting came 

naturally to this young ingŽnue.  Flo 
has quickly proven herself to be a 

jazzy pop songs in the vein of Jewel, 
Ani Difranco, and Nellie McKay. 
     ÒI think my unique voice and lyr-
ics are what make me different. I 
try to write and sing as honestly as 
possible.Ó  Recently selected for the 
2010 Artist Roster at the world re-
nowned Strathmore Music Hall, Flo 
has been more than ever dedicated 
to the expansion of her career. Her 

the Band Contest.
     Currently, Flo has been promot-
ing her new album, No Dustbunnies, 
which has been a best seller on CD-
baby and Digstation and is getting 
radio play in New York and Connecti-
cut.  Flo has also started playing with 
a full band with hopes of putting 
together a European tour.
     Be sure to keep a look out for Flo 
and visit her on her website www.

Flo Anito

I think my unique 
voice and lyrics 
are what make me 
di! erent. I try to write 
and sing as honestly 
as possible.

ÒÒ
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Entertainer. Darren 
Smith is an artist that 
knows sheer talent is 
only a third of what 
makes an icon. He 

was discovered at a young age and 
later developed his craft through hard 
work and persistence. He credits the 
diverse DMV area for showing him 
experiences, both good and bad, that 
has helped him create his signature 
sound. He has studied the musical 
style of Lionel Richie, Mary J. Blige, 
Donnie Hathaway, Phyllis Hyman 

and innovative ways to tell a story 

through his music with love, hate, 
anger, and humility; pouring every 
compartment of his mind, soul, 
and heart into his music. His debut 
album ÒIn Search Of...Ó was released 
in December 2010 to rave reviews. 
Keep an ear out for this artist as he 
travels the road of success.

Darren  Smith
Entertainer

Ò
He credits the diverse 
DMV area for showing 
him experiences, both 
good and bad, that has 
helped him create his 
signature sound.
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By Pia Talwar
Capital News Service

RICHMOND—Home-schooled students in Virginia will have to wait until next year to see if they can participate in sports and other extracurricular
activities at their local high school. That’s because the Senate Education and Health Committee killed the so-called “Tebow Bill.”

The bill, which had passed the House of Delegates, failed on a 7-8 vote last week in the Senate committee. Seven Republicans on the panel voted for
the bill, while seven Democrats and one Republican voted against it.

House Bill 947, proposed by Delegate Rob Bell (R-Charlottesville) would have allowed thousands of Virginia’s home-schooled students to play sports
at their local high schools. It is named after Tim Tebow, the NFL quarterback who as a home-schooler played for a high school team in Florida.

At a hearing on the bill, many home-schooled students supported the measure. They described how they played basketball with Amateur Athletic
Union teams in the summer but couldn’t join those teammates in high school sports.

The bill was a top priority for the Family Foundation, which seeks to apply “founding principles and faith to policy and culture.” The foundation says

‘Tebow Bill’ Dies in Senate Education Committee
One Republican joins Democrats in killing bill to allow home-schooled students to participate in
public school extracurricular activities and sports.

Related Topics:  Extracurricular Activities , Home Schooling , Sports , Tebow Bill , and Virginia

General Assembly
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that families of home-schoolers pay taxes to fund public schools and so the children should be allowed to participate in activities at those schools.

The bill sought to require participating home-schoolers to meet the schoolÕs disciplinary requirements and pay any fees associated with participation.
Local school systems could also add other academic or disciplinary requirements.

The legislation had been amended with a ÒsunsetÓ provision, which would require the General Assembly to act on it again in 2017.

Sixteen states allow home-schoolers to participate in sports at public schools, including Alaska, Arizona, California, Florida, Georgia, Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania and Wyoming. Nine other states have left the decision to localities or do not have laws prohibiting it.

Sen. Steve Newman (R-Lynchburg) supported the measure.

ÒThe bill would allow taxpayers to have their children involved in a product they are paying a great deal for,Ó he said.

But Sen. Dick Saslaw (D-Fairfax) disagreed.

ÒChoices have consequences,Ó Saslaw said. ÒEvery parent that chooses to home-school a kid knows what the ground rules are. We didnÕt just make
them up.Ó

Sen. Tom Garrett (R-Bumpass) compared the bill to freedom of choice: ÒIf you are pro-choice, you should support this bill, because this bill is about
allowing parents to have choices. This bill is about equality of opportunity, not equality of outcome.Ó

Garrett said his children do not attend public school but should be allowed to Òplay sports at the school where we pay taxes.Ó

Sen. Dick Black (R-13), the only member of Loudoun's delegation on the committee voted in support reporting the bill to the full Senate.
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Monday, Jan. 30, 2012 by Pia Talwar, Capital News Service | 36 comments  | Email this story

RICHMOND – The Virginia House of Delegates has voted to repeal the law requiring girls to
receive the human papillomavirus vaccine before entering the sixth grade.

On a 62-34 vote Jan. 27, delegates passed House Bill 1112, which would rescind the state law
mandating the HPV vaccine.

Sixty Republicans and two Democrats voted in favor of the bill, while 30 Democrats and four
Republicans opposed.

The measure was sponsored by Del. Kathy Byron (R-Lynchburg). She opposed Virginia’s 2007
HPV vaccination law and has campaigned to overturn it. She said the vaccine has not been
adequately tested and that the General Assembly acted hastily in passing the requirement.

Last year, Byron also proposed legislation to repeal the HPV vaccination law, with her bill
passing the House. It went on to die in the Senate Health and Education Committee
dominated by Democrats. This year, Republicans have the upper hand in both the Senate and
the House.

After passing the House, HB 1112 was sent to the Senate for consideration. On Jan. 30, the bill
was referred to the Senate Health and Education Committee.

Virginia was the first state requiring girls to receive the HPV vaccine.

According to the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, HPV is the most common
sexually transmitted disease, and at least half of sexually active people get the virus during
their lifetime. The virus, spread by sexual contact, causes genital warts and cervical cancer.

In 2006, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved Gardasil as an effective vaccine
against HPV. Medical experts recommend that for the best protection, girls receive the vaccine
before becoming sexually active.

The state has supported the vaccine through local health departments and spends about $1
million a year. Last year, those departments provided 6,479 doses of the HPV vaccine to 11-
year-old girls in Virginia.

Byron said parents, not the government, should decide whether girls should be vaccinated.

During Friday’s debate, Del. Christopher P. Stolle (R-Chesapeake), a gynecologist, argued
against HB 1112. Stolle said the current mandate “ensures that the vaccination will be provided
by insurance companies and the state and by the health departments.”

He proposed an amendment to ensure that parents receive information about the vaccine; it
was rejected.

In several states there has been a debate over whether getting the HPV vaccine encourages
girls to have sex. Only Washington, D.C., has followed Virginia in requiring the vaccine. In
both jurisdictions, parents can sign a waiver and decline to have their daughters vaccinated.
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RICHMOND – Like other members of the National Guard, chaplains enter war zones and risk
death on the battlefield. But at least two characteristics set these men and women apart from
other members of their units.

First, instead of guns, chaplains are armed largely with prayers and comforting words for their
compatriots.

And second, they don’t receive the tuition assistance that other members of the National
Guard enjoy. That’s because, under the constitutional principle of separation of church and
state, Virginia won’t pay for chaplains’ religious education.

Del. Thomas “Tag” Greason, (R-32nd), wants to change that. For the second consecutive year,
he is proposing a constitutional amendment that would allow the state to provide tuition
assistance to chaplains for their religious training or theological education.

And for the second year in a row, Greason’s proposal is languishing in a committee.

Chaplains are leaders in the Guard, responsible for caring for the spiritual well-being of
soldiers and their families. They provide advice in matters pertaining to religion, morals and
morale. They minister to soldiers daily, performing religious ceremonies, counseling soldiers
during times of crisis and providing a spiritual compass.

For their service, chaplains do get some financial help.

They can receive up to $40,000 from the federal Chaplain Loan Repayment Program to help
pay off education loans. They also benefit from the Montgomery GI Bill (another federal
program), medical and dental care, low-cost life insurance, tax-free shopping, free military air
flights and a retirement plan.

But they are excluded from certain financial benefits because of provisions in the Virginia
Constitution.

Other members of the National Guard can receive help under programs such as Federal
Tuition Assistance, Montgomery GI Bill, Post-9/11 GI Bill, Army National Guard Kicker,
Student Loan Repayment Program and a variety of scholarships. The Guard can pay up to 100
percent of a member’s college tuition and fees of up to $4,500 per year.

Greason, who served in the Virginia National Guard from 2000 to 2003, said the Guard has a
shortage of chaplains. He said the Guard sought his help “in finding a way to provide tuition
assistance to their chaplain candidates in hopes of offsetting the high cost of a divinity degree.”

“Unfortunately, there is a clause in the Virginia Constitution that roughly says, ‘A National
Guard soldier can receive tuition assistance for any subject, except theology and religious
study.’ The opponents of our effort say that we can’t use state money to pay for religious study,
citing the separation of church and state,” Greason said on his website.

“This seems to highlight a huge conflict in my mind: I guess it is OK to use state money to pay
for the National Guard chaplain to serve in the Guard; we just can’t use state money to
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for the National Guard chaplain to serve in the Guard; we just can’t use state money to
properly train and educate our chaplains.”

So this legislative session, Greason proposed House Joint Resolution 9, which would amend
the section on education in the Virginia Constitution. The proposed amendment says:

“The General Assembly may provide for loans to, and grants to or on behalf of, students
attending nonprofit institutions of higher education in the Commonwealth whose primary
purpose is to provide religious training or theological education, provided the students are
approved candidates for the chaplaincy of any active duty or reserve component of the United
States Armed Forces, including the Virginia National Guard.”

Greason submitted an identical resolution in 2011. That year, the House Privileges and
Elections Committee endorsed it, and the House voted 62-32 for the proposed constitutional
amendment. However, it died in the Senate Privileges and Elections Committee.

This year, Greason’s resolution is awaiting action by the House Privileges and Elections
Committee. Time is running out: The proposal will die if the House doesn’t approve it by
Tuesday – the deadline for each chamber to complete work on its own legislation.

Comments

Thu, Feb 16 at 05:10 PM by Davedave  | Report this comment

We shouldn’t be paying chaplains to be in the armed forces in the first place. 
If they want to help the soldiers, they should go to med school.

Mon, Feb 13 at 07:48 PM by Christopher  | Report this comment

I am against what they do in principle, ie perpuating and spreading ignorance
and mythology. On the other hand if they’re serving their country, even doing
something I find ridiculous, they deserve the same benefits as everyone else.

Fri, Feb 10 at 05:52 PM by Wayne Santos  | Report this comment

This has to be referring to VA State Tuition Assistance and state money. 

Chaplains and Chaplain Candidate in the NG of any state can recieve Post-911
montgomery GI bill money just like anyone else (assuming they have mobilized
for more than 90days). 

They are also entitled to the same educational benefits as any other Army
Officer. 

In addition they can receive the aformentioned Chaplain Loan Repayment
Program-which is available for anyone who accessions as a chaplain (up to
40K). 

For proof of this contact Liberty University in Lynchburg VA where many of
our Chaplain Candidates are studying for the ministry and receiving some of
these benefits.

See: http://www.nationalguard.com/careers/chaplain-corps/chaplain-
incentives-and-benefits

It might help to gather the facts before you report.  I know that’s not trendy
these days but does help inform the citizendry of a democratic society.

Fri, Feb 10 at 01:40 PM by Loudoun Clear  | Report this comment
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